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We have been working with a company called Penchura who have supplied  

several local communities with playground and activity centers.  

 

After much planning and fund searching over the past (5) years, we have put in our 

purchase order for a new playground.  $340,000 in equipment has been  

ordered to be installed during this phase of construction. Ground leveling will begin 

soon so that we can start installation as soon as the snow leaves in the spring. We are 

also working with local entities on installing the structure. 

 

This new playground will be in the space where the old soccer field was. 

Currently there is a sign posted  in that area. More play stations will be added 

through the years as funds become available. 

 

Plans in the future include moving the existing pavilion to a position closer to the 

playground and removing the vault toilets and replacing them with true bathrooms. 

 

Now all we need to do is give the park a name. Any ideas? We are listening. 

 



RUBBISH DAY 

 

Rubbish Day is on 

the third 

Wednesday of each 

month throughout 

the whole year. 

Stop in the Office, 

we’ll check to 

make sure your 

garbage account is 

current and give 

you a ticket to 

dump. 

You can bring ONE 

load per month. 

Items we do not 

accept are: 

construction 

debris, tires, paint,  

hazardous waste, 

& air  

conditioners or 

refrigerators. If 

you are unsure 

about items you 

want to bring, 

please call the 

office at  

475-7869.  

A glass recycling 

trailer is provided 

to drop off glass 

items. 

 

REMINDER:   

Rubbish Day 

hours are  

9 am—4 pm 
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PAYMENT OPTIONS: 

Auto pay: garbage & water accounts can be set up to come 

directly out of your checking or savings account  

(sign up forms are available in office or on  

website) 

Credit/Debit cards: garbage, water, tipping fee & tax 

payments can be made over the phone, in the office or on 

our website (fees apply) 

Cash or Check: Separate checks must be written for  

Garbage & tipping fees, water, & taxes as they go to  

different banks and accounts (but can all be mailed in 

the same envelope) 

Drop Box: A locked drop box is available outside the 

building doors for after hours payments. We do not 

recommend placing cash in the box. 

               HAPPY RETIREMENT!!_____________ 
In his 43 years of working for the residents of Neg Twp, Bob 

Johnson has been present for 11 Twp Board change overs & 

served under 5 different Supervisors. 

He has seen the Twp go through great change and has assisted 

in many improvements. From his early days with no ballfields 

or trails, to now having (4) ballfields, (2) soccer fields, tennis & 

basketball courts, horseshoe courts, playgrounds and  

walking/ski trails. In addition to these outdoor changes, Bob 

has also seen and assisted with the addition to the Twp  

Offices, Fire Dept addition, bathroom remodels, roof  

replacements & the solar panel installation. 

In all his years working, Bob says his favorite job was grooming 

the trails. He will miss the job & facilities but mostly the people. 

We appreciate Bob for all his hard work and dedication to the 

Twp and wish him nothing but the best in his retirement. 

His future plans include, hunting, fishing & crossing off items 

Friendly Reminder: 

With winter fast approaching 

it is a good idea to check 

your water meters if you have 

had issues with it freezing in 

the past. Make sure it is  

insulated from the elements 

or has heat tape on the  

exposed plumbing that  

surrounds it. 

     COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT: 

 

Wellhead Protection Committee 
 
 
The Wellhead Protection 
 Committee is a (5) member  
committee that oversees our 
wellhead protection program. 
The purpose of Michigan’s  
Wellhead Protection Program is 
to protect the public water  
supply system from sources of 
contamination. 
If you’d like to learn more about 
this, see our video on the  
Township website under: 
Water Department 



Page 3 Fall Newsletter 

 

PLANS ARE UNDERWAY………… 

Negaunee Township is in the process of preparing a new community and recreation master plans. Both are forward looking  

documents and are used to guide the future development of the Township and our park facilities. 

A community master plan is a policy document that is used by the Township administration and the Planning Commission to guide the  

development and redevelopment of areas within the community. It serves as the foundation for the Township zoning ordinance. 

The parks and recreation plan is a five year plan that looks at our existing park system and facilities and addresses the need for future  

developments. This document is important because it is filed and approved by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and used to 

apply for the annual grant programs. 

Public comment that will be used in both plans has been ongoing since July 1, 2022 through an internet based survey. Contact the Township 

with your comments and questions about how to get involved. Participation from all levels makes for a more robust plan for the future of 

Negaunee Township. 

BOARDROOM UPGRADE: 

 

Have you ever attended a board meeting where someone cannot 

see or hear what is being discussed and it’s hard to follow? Us 

too. And we’ve been making improvements to the boardroom to 

remedy some long standing problems. 

 

A sound system has been installed in the room with separate  

microphones for each board member and speakers mounted in 

the ceiling all over the room so that every attendee will be able 

to participate as much as they desire. There are also screens  

facing in both directions so they can be seen from anywhere in 

the room and enlarged if need be. 

 

We have changed from paper to electronic board packets and 

agendas which allows us to have them available and more  

complete several days before a meeting. If you are attending a  

meeting, you will notice that the agenda will be visible on one 

screen while any associated paperwork is projected on the other. 

 

These changes were financed with ARPA funds which is funding 

bestowed on the Township resulting from the Covid Pandemic. 

As different boards and committees become acquainted with the 

system,  meetings will be more comfortable to attend.  

 

 

BUILDING UPGRADES: 

 

The facility that we have available to us in 

Negaunee Township is a useful, clean and a great 

place to hold functions such as meetings,  

wedding receptions or birthday parties. But, like 

anything else, it has begun to show some normal 

wear and tear. We have been working on making 

some changes to bring the building into the present 

and preparing it for the future. 

 

The roof was replaced last year with a rubber  

membrane that is warranted for 30 years.  We  

completely gutted and re-modeled the (2) oldest  

bathrooms and brought them into compliance with 

ADA specifications. All the lighting and fixtures are  

touchless and automatic. 

 

The lower section of the walls in the gym have been 

painted to match the color scheme of the new 

 bathrooms and the upper portion of the gym walls 

will be painted over the winter to freshen them up. 

During the months of September & October we will 

be having the existing air handling unit in the  

gymnasium removed. It will be replaced & updated 

with a new system that will provide air conditioning 

and air exchange. If you have ever rented the gym 

in the summer, you will understand why this is 

 happening! Due to of the lack of air exchange in 

the gym during the pandemic we could not rent out 

the facility during that time. Because of that  

situation, we are able to fully fund this project with 

grant funding from the Federal Government.  

Going forward, summer rentals will be much more 

comfortable! 

       Please be sure that your  

 sanitation accounts are  

 current. Any sanitation  

 account over 90 days past due   

after November 4, 2022 will be  

                       put on the tax roll!!                                           
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT: 

For over 7 years, Larry Kallioinen has been working for the  
Township helping to maintain the grounds & recreation areas. 
 
Larry’s positive attitude and great work ethic makes him not only 
a pleasure to work with but an asset to the Township. 
 
Outside of work, Larry enjoys  going to concerts, taking saunas 
and visiting his son in Florida. 
 

 

Are you a “snow bird” or go out of town for an extended period of time? 

  If you do, we ask that you let the office know as water/garbage  

postcard bills cannot be forwarded by mail.  

Please, either sign up for e-mail billing  

during this time or have your  

mailing address changed.     
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