
ORDINANCE NO. 0-1-16 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COMMISSION OF THE 
TOWN OF PALM BEACH SHORES, FLORIDA; AMENDING 
THE TOWN CODE OF ORDINANCES AT CHAPTER 42, 
"NUISANCES," ARTICLE 2, ®NOISE," TO CLARIFY 
EXISTING NOISE REGULATIONS, AND TO ADOPT NEW 
REGULATIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF NOISE 
DISTURBANCES GENERALLY; PROVIDING THAT ALL 
OTHER SECTIONS AND SUBSECTIONS OF CHAPTER 42 
WILL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AS 
PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED; PROVIDING A CONFLICTS 
CLAUSE, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND AUTHORITY TO 
CODIFY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 

r 

WHEREAS, article 2, "noise," of chapter 42, "nuisances," of the Town's code of ordinances 
regulates noise that originates within the jurisdictional limits of the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Commission desires to amend the Town's noise regulations to clarify 
existing noise regulations, and to adopt new regulations for the prevention of noise disturbances 
generally within the jurisdictional limits of the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Commission believes the amendments set forth in this ordinance will 
allow the Town to regulate, control, and prevent noise that unreasonably disturbs, injures, or 
endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace, and safety of Town residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, it is not the intent of the Town Commission to interfere unduly with freedoms 
of speech, expression, or religion by enacting this ordinance, and 

WHEREAS, the Town Commission believes the following amendments to the code of 
ordinances are in the best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Palm 
Beach Shores, Florida. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COMMISSION 
OF THE TOWN OF PALM BEACH SHORES, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. The facts and recitations contained in the preamble of this ordinance are adopted and 
incorporated by reference as if set forth in this section. 

Section 2: Chapter 42, Article II of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach Shores, 
Florida, is hereby amended to clarify existing noise regulations, and to adopt new regulations for 
the prevention of noise disturbances generally within the jurisdictional limits of the Town; 
providing that Chapter 42, Article II of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Palm Beach 
Shores shall hereafter read as follows: 



Chapter 42 

Article II. Noise 

Sec. 42-31. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Acoustical terminology. All acoustical terminology and all definitions thereof shall be that 

contained in ASA S1.1-1960, as amended, American Standard Acoustical Terminology of the 

American National Standards Institute. 

Ambient noise means the all-encompassing noise associated with a given environment, being 

a composite of sounds from many sources, near and far. For the purposes of this Code, ambient 

noise level is that level which is exceeded only S0 percent of the time during an observation 

period of not less than seven minutes, excluding random or intermittent noises and the alleged 

offensive noise at the location and the time of day at v,rhich a comparison with an alleged 

offensive noise is to be made. The evaluation of the ambient noise level may be done in accord 

ance with American National Standard S1.13 1971, as amended, or may be done manually as 
follows: 

(l) Observe a sound level meter and at either five second or ten second intervals and record 

the A weighted level indicated by the meter needle with the meter on FAST response. 

(L) Repeat the observations and measurements over a period of not less than seven minutes 

and of a sufficient time period so as to make at least S0 readings. 

(3) Calculate the A weighted sound pressure level that is exceeded S0 percent of the observe 

tion period. This level shall also be referred to as the L50. 

Authorized emergency vehicle shall mean vehicles of the fire department (fire patrol), police 

department, and such ambulances, and emergency vehicles of municipal departments, public 

service corporations operated by private corporations, and the state department of transportation 

as are designated or authorized by the department or the chief of police of an incorporated city or 

any sheriff of any of the various counties any other governmental entity or private emergency 

service provider. 

A-weighted sound level shall mean the sound pressure level in decibels as measured on a 

sound level meter using the A-weighting network. The level so read is designated dBA. 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
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Construction shall mean any site preparation, assembly, erection, substantial repair, alteration 

or similar action, but excluding demolition, for or on public or private right-of-way, structures, 

utilities or similar property. 

Decibel ( dBA) shall mean a unit for measuring the intensity of a sound, the mathematical 

formula for which is expressed as the volume of a sound= which is equal to ten times the 

logarithm of the ratio of the intensity of the sound to the intensity of a specified standard sound; 
abbreviated dB A 

Discrete tone means a pure tone or a single-frequency sound. This is expressed technically as 

a sound wave whose instantaneous sound pressure varies essentially as a single sinusoidal 
function of time. 

Emergency work shall mean work made necessary to restore property to a safe condition 

following a natural disaster or public calamity; work required to protect persons or property from 

imminent danger caused by hurricanes, tomados, floods or other natural disasters or public 

calamity, the use of emergency electrical generators during a period of time when electrical 

service to the property has been lost, so long as such use is in conformance with the requirements 

of Pf. 12.8 of the town's zoning ordinance, or work by private or public utilities when installing 

or restoring utility service. 

Fixed mechanical equipment means a machine or device capable of creating a noise level at 

the property line upon which it is located, including, but not limited to, industrial and commer 

cial process machinery and equipment, pumps, fans, air conditioning apparatus, refrigeration 

machines or pool heaters. 

Fluctuating noise means a noise in which the loudness varies with time. This is expressed 

technically as a noise whose sound pressure level varies significantly and exceeds the ambient 

noise level. 

impulsive noise means a very short duration noise. It is a noise characterized by brief exer 
ions of sound pressure which significantly exceed the ambient sound pressure. 

intermittent noise means an interrupted noise which reoccurs at either regular or irregular 

intervals, excluding an impulsive noise. The sound pressure level of an intermittent noise will 

equal the ambient environmental level two or more times during the period of observation. 
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