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or principal or business associate (Sec. 2-443 Palm Beach County Code of Eth-
ics; Fla. Stat. Sec. 112.3143).

The affected Commissioner must abstain from participation and voting, must
disclose the nature of the conflict, and must complete a voting conflict form which
gets appended to meeting minutes and a copy of which is provided to the Palm
Beach County Commission on Ethics (Sec. 2-443 Palm Beach County Code of
Ethics; Fla. Stat. Sec. 112.3143).

7. LOBBYISTS
a. Anyone who is employed and for compensation, seeks to influence a decision of

C.

d.

the Town Commission or other Town Board, through oral or written means, or at-
tempts to obtain the goodwill of any Commissioner or Town personnel (Palm
Beach County Lobbyist Registration Ordinance).

Exceptions are: Town personnel acting on behalf of the Town; someone hired
solely to appear at a quasi-judicial hearing or comp plan hearing; expert witness
hired to offer expert testimony; someone speaking on their own behalf;, a League
of Cities employee speaking on behalf of the League. Attorneys representing a
client in an administrative or judicial proceeding, or at mediation or arbitration are
not considered to be lobbyists (Palm Beach County Lobbyist Registration Ordi-
nance).

Prior to lobbying, a lobbyist must register at the county’s central lobbyist registra-
tion site and pay the requisite fee ($25.00).

Former elected officials must wait two (2) years from the end of their service prior
to lobbying in front of their former governing body (Fla. Stat. Sec. 112.313).

8. ANNUAL FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE

a.

b.

All Commissioners (including the Mayor) must submit an annual statement of
Financial Interests no later than July 1 of each calendar year they are in service.
(Fla. Stat. Sec. 112.3145).

Failure to submit timely carries civil penalties ($25.00 per day for each day of
delinquency up to a maximum of $1,500.00) (Fla. Stat. Sec. 112.3145).

9. MANDATORY ETHICS TRAINING

Each year, all elected Town Commission members must complete a minimum of

four (4) hours of ethics training. The content must include the Code of Ethics (s. 8,
Art. 1l Florida Constitution and Fla. Stat. Ch. 112 Part Ill), the Sunshine Law, and
Public Records. Compliance is reported on the annual statement of financial inter-
ests and is on the “honor system”.

10.PERSONAL LIABILITY

a.

b.

Acting pursuant to the Town Attorney’s advice insulates and protects you from
personal liability.

Conversely, should you decide to disregard such advice, you are exposed to
personal liability. Even if | am wrong (difficult to comprehend, | KNOW!!), you are
insulated from personal liability.





