SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
SAGINAW CHARTER TOWNSHIP HALL
MARCH 6, 2013
Members Present

Members Absent

Others Present

B. Nelson
C. Nolan
B. Gombar
M. Peterson
J. Egbert

P. Brucker
J. Howell

B. Smith, Planner
M. Mahlberg, Attorney
C. Edlinger, Recording Secretary

Mr. Nolan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Approval of Minutes:
Motion by Mr. Peterson, supported by Mr. Nelson, to approve the minutes of February 6, 2013.
VOTE:

5 YEAS

0 NAYS

2 ABSENT
Brucker
Howell

MOTION CARRIED

New Business:
A.
S-13-02 – SSP Associates, LLC of Saginaw, Michigan is requesting site plan approval
to convert a contractor’s establishment to a retail shop and indoor gun range located at 8259
Tittabawassee. (12-3-02-1001-002)
Ms. Smith stated the applicant is proposing to convert a former contractor’s establishment to a
retail shop and indoor gun range. The Zoning Board of Appeals approved the transfer from one
nonconforming use to another on January 9, 2103. This development will bring the site into
conformance in terms of setbacks, landscaping, and parking. The site is located at 8259
Tittabawassee Road and is currently zoned A-2, Agriculture, under a nonconforming use. The
property was previously occupied by Overhead Door of Saginaw, who vacated the space
approximately two years ago. There is an area to the south of the existing building and
parking lot, which is currently graveled and was previously used for outdoor storage. As part
of this development, this area will be converted to green space. Parking is not permitted in this
area. There is no specific parking standard for a gun range or for a retail facility like Sheridan
Arms within the Township’s zoning ordinance. Based on the parking demand for the existing

retail facility of Sheridan Arms (currently located on the corner of Midland and Hospital Roads)
it appears even with the gun range there is adequate parking provided on site.
Whereas the proposed nonconforming use was approved and permitted by the Zoning Board
of Appeals in January, 2013 within an A-2, Agricultural zoning district and the project complies
with the general development standards of the Township, staff recommends approval of site
plan S-13-02 with the ten (10) conditions listed in staff’s report.
Mr. Phil Sheridan, a representative from Sheridan Arms, was present to answer any questions
and stated he has no problems with the conditions listed in staff’s report.
Mr. Nolan was concerned with the potential noise from the gun range. Mr. Sheridan explained
the multi-stage, bullet absorbing materials, state of the art construction that would have a noise
level probably around 50 decibels.
Mr. Nolan then asked for public comments in favor or in opposition to the proposed site plan.
There being no comments, Mr. Nolan closed the public hearing portion of the proposed site
plan.
Discussion followed among the Planning Commission members.
Motion by Mr. Peterson, supported by Mr. Gombar, to recommend approval of the proposed
site plan (S-13-02) upon the ten (10) conditions listed below:

1.

Approval of a final site plan by the Community Development Department, Fire
Department, Building Department and the Department of Public Services.

2.

Indication and revision of the site plan to include the final number of firing lanes to be
built. This impacts the number of parking spaces required, which in turn alters the
landscape requirements.

3.

If the area to the west of the existing building is to be used for loading and unloading, it
should be noted as such through striping. Bollards are required to be installed along the
building OR a raised five-foot sidewalk shall be installed.

4.

A landscaping plan must be reviewed and approved by the Community Development
Department. A minimum of five (5) trees, including street trees, and ten (10) shrubs are
required to be installed within the landscaped islands and around the perimeter of the
parking area.

5.

If there is any on-site lighting installed, a lighting plan will need to be reviewed and
approved by the Township prior to construction. On-site lighting shall not exceed
fifteen-feet (15’) in height and the lighting plan will need to show the layout and
illumination output.
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6.

All of the Public Utilities connections need to be indicated on the final site plan with all of
the existing sizes of the main lines along with the sizes of all of the connection lines and
are properly labeled.

7.

The location of the dumpster or dumpster enclosure must be included on the site plan
and should be located on the western side of the site, if needed.

8.

Removal of the underlit sign/canopy on the façade (north) side of the building. A sign
permit application with detailed drawings of the new sign will need to be reviewed and
approved by the Community Development Department prior to installation of any new
signage.

9.

Maintain compliance with the Township’s noise ordinance, which may include
installation of additional materials in order to not exceed a decibel reading of 65 DBA at
any time during which the business is open and operating. Hours of operation shall
remain as detailed in the appeal granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

10.

Best management practices relative to storm water management, including at a
minimum a catch basin insert, shall be required.

VOTE:

5 YEAS

0 NAYS

2 ABSENT
Brucker
Howell

MOTION CARRIED

Receive and File All Correspondence:
A.

A copy of the December 2012 and January 2013 issues of Planning & Zoning News.

Other New Business:
A.

Ms. Smith discussed with the Planning Commissioners the creation of specific zoning
standards for the State Street Corridor Improvement District. The public meetings will
be conducted one hour before a regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting and
start in April/May.

Adjournment:
Motion by Ms. Egbert, supported by Ms. Peterson, to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 p.m.
VOTE:
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0 NAYS

2 ABSENT
Brucker
Howell

MOTION CARRIED

